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To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the 

South  Cambridgeshire  Rural  District  Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  an  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1950. 
In  this  report  I  have  recorded  the  vital  statistics  for  the  year.  Owing 
to  the  fact  that  I  only  took  up  my  appointment  on  July  23rd,  1951,  the 
remainder  of  the  report  concerning  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the 
district  has  been  compiled  by  the  Chief  Sanitary  Officer. 

P.  A.  TYSER,  M.D.,  B.S.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


August  1951 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 


There  are  no  alterations  to  record  in  the  general  arrangement  of 
these  services. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority  : — 

(a)  Dr.  A.  Morgan,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  retired  on  Septem¬ 
ber  30th,  1950  and  it  was  not  possible  to  fill  the  vacancy  so  created  by 
the  end  of  the  year. 

( b )  Mr.  A.  C.  Dyson,  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  together  with  Mr. 
R.  J.  Hoyle,  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  carry  out  their  designated 
duties,  the  supervision  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal  and  the  inspec¬ 
tion  and  examination  of  petroleum  spirit  storage. 

Clerical  Staff 

Miss  E.  M.  Rogers  is  employed  whole  time  in  the  department  as 
clerk,  shorthand-typist. 

Laboratory  Facilities  : — 

Chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations  of  water  are  made  by 
the  Public  Analyst  at  Cambridge.  The  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Cambridge  undertake  bacteriological  examinations  of  milk  and  some 
water  samples  etc.  and  all  necessary  examinations  in  cases  of  infectious 
diseases. 

Hospitals  : — 

There  are  no  General  Hospitals  situated  in  the  Area.  Cases  of 
infectious  disease  requiring  hospital  treatment  are  sent  to  the  Cambridge 
Borough  Isolation  Hospital. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Area  of  the  District  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  112,315  acres 


Estimated  Mid  Year  Home  Population  . .  . .  .  .  24,700 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  according  to  the  Rate  Books 

31/3/51  .  8,054 

Number  of  Parishes  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  52 

Rateable  Value  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  £88,887 


Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  as  at  31/3/51  .  .  £348  7s.  5d. 

Social  Conditions  : — 

The  district  is  agricultural  in  character,  and,  depending  on  location 
varies  from  the  market  gardening  area  of  the  greensand  outcrop  in  the 
North- wast,  to  the  fruit  growing  area  of  the  upper  Rhee  round  Melbourn 
and  Meldreth  and  to  the  corn  and  sugar  beet  area  of  the  chalk  hills  to 
the  East  and  South. 

Industries  in  the  area  are  mostly  connected  either  directly  or 
indirectly  with  agriculture.  There  are  exceptions,  however,  Sawston 
with  its  1,900  population  has  industries  of  a  divergent  nature.  Com¬ 
paratively  large  numbers  of  workers  are  employed  in  paper  and  leather 
manufacture. 

Other  manufacturies  in  Duxford,  Barrington  and  Gamlingay 
produce  synthetic  glues,  cement  and  joinery  products  respectively. 
The  majority  of  employees  thus  engaged  are  resident  within  the  rural 
district. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR. 


Live  Births  : — 


Male. 

Female 

Total. 

Legitimate  .  .  .  .  .  .  219 

195 

414 

Illegitimate  .  .  .  .  . .  11 

10 

21 

Totals  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  230 

205 

435 

Birth  Rate  per  thousand  mid  year  home  population 

17.6 

Birth  Rate  per  thousand  population  (England  and  Wales) 

15.8 

Still  Births 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate  . .  . .  . .  8 

4 

12 

Illegitimate  . .  . .  . .  — 

— 

— 

Totals  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  8 

4 

12 

Rate  per  thousand  total  (live  and  still  births) 

26.8 

Deaths  : — 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

152 

162 

314 

Death  Rate  per  thousand  estimated  population  .  . 

12.7 

Death  Rate  per  thousand  population  i 

(England  and  Wales) 

11.6 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  : — 

(a)  Puerperal  sepsis  Nil 

(b)  Other  maternal  causes  Nil 
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Number  of  deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

Male.  Female. 

Legitimate  . .  . .  . .  2  2 

Illegitimate  . .  . .  . .  —  1 


Total. 

4 

1 


Totals  .  . 


2  3 
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Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

(a)  All  infants  per  thousand  live  births  .  .  .  .  .  .  11.5 

(b)  Legitimate  infants  per  thousand  legitimate  live  births  9.6 

(c)  Illegitimate  infants  per  thousand  illegitimate  live  births  47.6 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  four  weeks  of  age  : — 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Legitimate  ......  1  1  2 

Illegitimate  .  .  .  .  Nil  1  1 
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Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  : — 


Infants  under  four  weeks  of  age  per  thousand  live  births  .  .  6.9 

Comparative  Tables  : — 


1950 

1949 

1948 

1947 

1946 

1945 

Deaths  from  cancer  (all  ages) 

54 

51 

60 

48 

44 

51 

Deaths  from  whooping  cough  (all  ages) 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Deaths  from  measles  (all  ages) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Deaths  from  influenza  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  diarrhoea  (under  2  years 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

of  age) 

' 

— 

2 

1 

3 

Birth  and  Death  Rates  1950-1945  : — 

1950  1949 

Birth  Rate  17.6  17.5 

1948 

19.1 

1947  1946 

15.6  17.1 

1945 

18.8 

Death  Rate 

12.7 

11.9 

13.8 

14.1  13.1 

13.7 

Table  Classifying  Deaths  under  Age  Groups. 

Male.  Female. 

Under  1  year  .  .  .  .  .  .  2  3 

Total. 

5 

1 

• 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

—  4 

1 

Nil 

1 

5 

—  14 

1 

1 

2 

15 

—  24 

2 

2 

4 

25 

—  34 

4 

2 

6 

35 

—  44 

1 

3 

4 

45 

—  54 

11 

13 

24 

55 

—  64 

17 

16 

33 

65 

—  74 

35 

44 

79 

75 

+ 

78 

78 

156 

Totals  .  . 

•  • 

•  •  •  • 

152 

162 

314 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Nothing  of  outstanding  interest  has  transpired  during  the  year. 
Daily  visits  were  made  to  three  persons  in  Duxford,  contacts  of  a 
Smallpox  case  which  occurred  at  sea.  Their  vaccination  gave  a  reaction 
of  immunity. 


I. 

Number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  arranged  under  Age  Groups. 


Disease 

Cfi 

0 

r-4  *r3 

At  Ag< 

iS - \ 

rears 

00 

+* 

OS 

4) 

© 

O  C 

H 

-1 

1- 

2- 

3- 

4- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

20- 

35- 

45- 

65- 

Q 

Poliomyelitis 

Measles 

30 

3 

4 

4 

3 

4 

8 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping 

Cough 

64 

9 

7 

10 

10 

7 

19 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

65 

— 

1 

4 

5 

12 

27 

9 

4 

3 

— 

— 

-5— 

— 

Erysipelas 

3 

1 

2 

— 

Pneumonia 

8 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

9* 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

171 

12 

12 

18 

18 

23 

54 

14 

5 

6 

4 

3 

2 

10 

*  The  disparity  between  deaths  and  notifications  is  accounted  for  by 
a  death  occurring  this  year  of  a  case  notified  last  year. 


5 


n. 

Tables  showing  incidence  of  infectious  diseases : — 


Diseases 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

Poliomyelitis 

4 

2 

2 

— 

Measles 

134 

681 

25 

256 

95 

535 

132 

111 

405 

341 

30 

Whooping  Cough . . 

57 

73 

92 

112 

56 

62 

96 

91 

96 

130 

64 

Scarlet  Fever 

12 

5 

17 

10 

13 

6 

13 

13 

32 

68 

65 

Pneumonia 

13 

20 

6 

11 

3 

13 

3 

2 

9 

7 

8 

Typhoid  and  Para¬ 
typhoid  fevers  . . 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1950. 


Age 

Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1  year 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

1—4  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5—14  . . 

•  • 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

15—24  .  . 

•  • 

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

25—34  . . 

•  • 

4 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

35—44  .  . 

-  • 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

45—54  .  . 

•  • 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

55—64  .  . 

•  • 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

65  + 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  . . 

•  • 

12 

6 

1 

2 

3 

• 

2 

— 

— 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLIES 

Particulars  of  Population  and  numbers  of  Dwellinghouses  supplied 
from  Public  water  mains  : — 


Parish 

(i) 

Estimated 

population 

1948 

(2) 

Number 
of  houses 
as  at 
31/3/51 
(3) 

Number 
of  houses 
supplied  as 
at  31/3/51 

(4) 

Source  of  Supply 

(5) 

Sawston 

•  • 

1889 

718 

652 

Sawston  Bore 

(Chalk  water) 

Great  Abington 

437 

139 

129 

Little  Abington 

254 

92 

70 

Balsham 

657 

216 

179 

Bartlow 

104 

26 

20 

Carlton 

195 

87 

60 

Castle  Camps 

522 

179 

150 

Shudy  Camps 

200 

85 

76 

Linton  Bore 

Hildersham 

147 

65 

44 

(Chalk  water) 

Horseheath  . . 

326 

118 

92 

Linton 

1449 

500 

433 

West  Wickham 

303 

114 

94 

Weston  Colville 

307 

116 

88 

West  Wratting 

388 

134 

93 

Abington  Pigotts 

122 

46 

38 

Bassingbourn 

1056 

352 

238 

Kneesworth . . 

78 

29 

6 

Litlington  . . 

536 

228 

181 

Melbourn 

1425 

490 

276 

Meldreth 

665 

227 

167 

Guilden  Morden 

537 

194 

145 

Steeple  Morden 

606 

231 

145 

Shingay 

57 

15 

11 

Croydon  Bore 

Wendy 

82 

24 

21 

Whaddon 

252 

114 

83 

(Lower  Green- 

Arrington  .  . 

564 

196 

183 

sand  water) 

Croydon 

190 

64 

50 

Gamlingay  . . 

1488 

512 

356 

Little  Gransden 

200 

101 

90 

East  Hatley 

73 

21 

16 

Hatley  St.  George 

81 

17 

14 

Orwell 

446 

187 

161 

Wimpole 

155 

60 

32 

Longstowe  . . 

235 

60 

32 

Chesterton  &  St. 

Kingston 

153 

56 

36 

Ives  Joint 

Great  Eversden 

194 

56 

40 

Water  Board. 

Little  Eversden 

234 

73 

53 

(Lower  Greens- 
sand  water) 
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Contd.  ( 1 ) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

0) 

Heydon 

168 

57 

50 

Saffron  Walden 

Great  Chishill 

353 

111 

94 

R.D.C. 

Little  Chishill 

73 

33 

11 

(Chalk  water) 

Whittlesford 

970 

281 

Nil 

Duxford 

903 

262 

— 

Foxton 

571 

171 

— 

Ickleton 

617 

213 

— 

Hinxton 

288 

100 

— 

No  Public  Piped 

Barrington  . . 

514 

168 

— 

Supplies 

Tadlow 

87 

34 

— 

Thriplow 

378 

131 

— 

Shepreth 

441 

139 

— 

Pampisford  .  . 

352 

103 

— 

Babraham  . . 

196 

72 

— 

Fowlmere  . . 

625 

237 

54 

Supplied  from  Ex- 

R.A.F.  Bore 


WATER  ANALYSES. 


Chemical  and  bacteriological  examination  of  water  supplies  have 
been  made  monthly  from  Croydon,  Sawston  and  Linton  Pumping 
Stations  and  in  the  case  of  Longstowe  and  the  supplies  to  Chishill  and 
Heydon  a  chemical  analysis  is  made  once  every  three  months  supple¬ 
mented  by  a  monthly  bacteriological  examination. 

In  October  it  was  decided,  however,  to  revise  the  frequency  of 
water  sampling  with  a  view  to  effecting  a  financial  saving,  whilst  still 
maintaining  an  effective  supervision  of  supplies.  The  Public  Health 
Laboratory  was  approached  and  undertook  the  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion  free  of  charge. 


The  present  requency  of  sampling  is  thus  : — 


Water  Supplied  from 
Council  Bores. 
Sawston  Bore 
Linton  Bore  I 
Croydon  Bore  ^ 
Fowlmere  Bore 


Frequency 
Once  a  month 

Once  every  three 

months. 


Type  of 
Examination. 


Bacteriological 

examination. 
Chemical  Analysis. 


Villages  supplied  with  water  from  Authorities  outside  the  rural  district  : — 


Longstowe 
Kingston 
Little  Eversden 
Great  Eversden 
Heydon 
Great  Chishill 
Little  Chishill 


Once  a  month 


Once  every  six 
months 


Bacteriological 

examination. 


Chemical  Analysis 


A  total  of  39  samples  for  chemical  analysis  and  97  for  bacteriological 
examination  were  taken  from  the  above  bores  and  pipelines  and,  with 
one  exception,  all  were  fit.  This  exception  was  taken  from  the  distribu¬ 
tion  main  from  the  Fowlmere  Bore.  On  investigation  the  heading  and 
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storage  tank  was  found  to  contain  a  quantity  of  sludge  and  it  was 
evident  that  birds  gained  access  to  the  tank,  thus  accounting  for  the 
presence  of  presumptive  coliform  organisms.  The  tank  was  cleaned 
out  and  proofed  against  birds.  No  further  trouble  of  this  nature  has 
been  experienced. 

All  public  supplies  are  chlorinated  on  the  chloramine  principle  and 
as  far  as  can  be  a  combined  chlorine  residual  of  0.2  parts  per  million  is 
maintained. 

Each  of  the  four  pumping  stations  in  the  district  has  an  automatic 
chlorinator.  A  Lovibond  comparator  is  used  to  check  residuals. 

Other  samples  obtained  during  the  year  included  38  from  private 
supplies  and  public  pumps,  of  these  23  of  the  private  supplies  were 
unfit. 


REPRESENTATIVE  RESULTS  OF  WATER  ANALYSES  FROM 

PUBLIC  SUPPLIES. 


Examination 

Fowlmere 
Airfield  Bore. 
Chalk  Water. 

Sawston  Bore. 
Chalk  Water. 

Linton  Bore. 

Chalk  Water. 

Croydon  Bore. 
Lower  Greensand 
Water. 

Chesterton  and 

St.  Ives  Joint 
Water  Board. 

Lower  Greensand. 

Saffron  Walden 

R.D.C. 

Chalk  Water. 

Physical  Characters 

Very 

slight 

deposit 

Good 

Good 

Becomes 

turbid 

on 

standing 

Good 

• 

Good 

pH  Value 

7.3 

7.2 

7.3 

7.5 

7.3 

7.7 

Chlorine  parte  per  100,000 
Ammonia  (Free  &  Saline) 

2.1 

2.4 

2.10 

3.2 

9.0 

1.75 

parte  per  100,000 
Ammonia  (Albuminoid) 

0.0006 

absent 

0.0052 

0.0614 

absent 

absent 

parte  per  100,000 
Oxygen  absorbed  in  3  hrs. 

0.0016 

absent 

0.0006 

0.0004 

absent 

0.0004 

at  37°C. 

Nitrates  (Expressed  as 

0.0224 

0.0231 

0.0264 

0.0297 

0.0471 

0.0224 

Nitrogen) 

0.75 

0.75 

0.75 

absent 

absent 

0.40 

Nitrites  .  . 

absent 

absent 

absent 

absent 

absent 

absent 

Poisonous  Metals 
Bacteriological 

Examination  : — 
Coliform  Organisms  in 

absent 

absent 

absent 

absent 

absent 

absent 

100  mis. 

Number  of  micro-organ- 

absent 

absent 

absent 

absent 

absent 

absent 

isms  per  ml.  at  37°C. 
Number  of  micro-organ- 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

isms  per  ml.  at  21°C. 
Total  Hardness  (Grains 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

per  gallon) 

17.10 

17.88 

16.46 

14.2 

19.88 

17.80 

Microscopical  Examina¬ 
tion  of  deposit 

Mainly 
i  mineral 
matter 

None 

None 

Mainly 

mineral 

matter 

None 

None 
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During  the  year  the  main  has  been  completed  to  the  parishes  of 
Kingston  and  Great  and  Little  Eversden  and  they  are  now  supplied 
with  water  from  Chesterton  and  St.  Ives  Joint  Water  Board.  Most 
property  owners  on  the  track  of  the  main  have  availed  themselves  of  a 
piped  supply. 

Water  is  still  being  carted  to  Willingham  Green,  Carlton,  as  approxi¬ 
mately  eleven  houses  are  beyond  the  reach  of  the  present  main.  The 
Ministry  of  Health  has,  however,  approved  the  extension  of  this  main 
and  tenders  have  been  obtained. 

Tenders  have  also  been  received  for  the  main  extension  at  Steeple 
Morden  which  covers  1,500  yards  and  will  afford  a  supply  to  farms  and 
cottages  on  the  Station  Road. 

Application  has  been  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  borrow 
£6,400  for  the  main  extension  to  supply  the  village  of  Tadlow,  which  at 
the  moment  depends  on  a  bore  sunk  two  years  ago  as  a  temporary 
measure. 

Application  has  also  been  made  for  sanction  to  borrow  £8,490  for 
the  installation  of  an  iron  removal  plant  for  the  Croydon  Bore  Supply. 
This  supply  has  long  been  in  need  of  its  iron  removal,  such  iron  giving 
rise  to  a  deposition  in  the  mains  and  imparting  an  unpleasant  odour, 
taste  and  turbidity  to  the  water. 

In  June  the  Council  took  over  from  the  Ministry  of  Works  the 
ex-R.A.F.  bore  situated  on  Fowlmere  Airfield.  This  bore,  which  is 
into  the  chalk,  supplies  approximately  54  families  at  present  living  in 
converted  army  huts. 

On  the  29th  September  the  Ministry  of  Health  heard  the  Council’s 
application  for  licence  to  sink  a  new  bore  at  Dotterell  Hall,  Fowlmere 
in  connection  with  the  Comprehensive  Water  Scheme  as  prepared  by 
the  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  for  providing  a  supply  to  the 
remaining  villages  in  the  district  which  are  without  piped  water. 

Generally  there  was  no  water  shortage  in  the  district  due  to  drought, 
but  Longstowe  village,  part  of  which  has  piped  water,  suffers  from  an 
intermittent  supply.  The  new  extension  envizaged  will,  however, 
remedy  this.  Babraham  is  the  only  village  without  a  wholesome 
public  supply.  The  village  pump  water  is  unfit.  This  village  should 
be  provided  with  a  piped  supply  from  Sawston  or  as  an  alternative,  a 
new  bore  sunk. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

At  Linton  tenders  have  now  been  accepted  for  the  sewering  of  the 
parish  at  a  cost  of  £54,337.  The  Ministry  of  Health  have  agreed  to  a 
starting  date  of  March  1st,  1951  and  at  the  time  of  writing  this  report, 
the  contractors  are  on  the  site. 

A  scheme  for  sewering  the  parish  of  Gamlingay  has  now  been 
prepared  by  the  Consulting  Engineers  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £41,400 
and  has  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  approval. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  have  informed  the  Council  that  they  can 
proceed  with  obtaining  tenders  for  Stage  1  of  the  sewerage  scheme  at 
Sawston,  relating  to  a  new  length  of  sewer  from  the  housing  site  via 
High  Street  and  Mill  Lane  to  the  existing  disposal  works.  A  tender 
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has  now  been  accepted  for  the  sum  of  £9,986  4s.  Od.  and  is  to  be  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Local  Government  and  Planning  for  approval. 

Schemes  are  being  prepared  by  the  Consulting  Engineers  for  the 
parishes  of  Melbourn  and  Meldreth. 

During  the  year  the  Council  have  taken  over  the  sewage  disposal 
works  at  Fowlmere,  which  were  previously  controlled  by  the  Ministry 
of  Works  and  formally  by  the  Royal  Air  Force. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  Council  also  have  control  over  the 
sewage  disposal  works  at  Litlington  and  Weston  Colville. 

The  condition  of  the  sewage  disposal  works  at  Sawston  is  still 
unsatisfactory  and  as  more  frequent  desludging  is  now  necessary  due 
to  the  increased  quantity  of  sewage  from  the  Council  houses,  it  is  hoped 
to  purchase  the  meadow  adjoining  these  sewage  works  for  disposal  of 
the  sludge. 

In  accordance  with  the  Technical  Appendices  of  the  Housing 
Manual  1944,  sewage  disposal  schemes  are  being  prepared  by  the 
Council’s  Engineer,  in  respect  of  housing  sites  at  Bassingbourn,  Horse- 
heath,  Great  Eversden,  Great  Abington,  Gamlingay  and  Melbourn. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  general  conditions  of  the  rivers  and  streams  in  the  area  are 
little  altered  from  my  last  report.  The  river  Granta  at  Sawston  has  not 
given  rise  to  any  complaint  during  the  year.  A  careful  watch  and 
check  samples  of  river  water  and  trade  effluents  has  not  revealed  any 
undue  pollution.  The  analyst  reported  on  a  sample  of  river  water 
taken  at  a  point  above  the  trade  effluent  discharge  at  Dernford  Bridge 
on  the  river  Granta,  as  containing,  inter  alia ,  82.9%  (saturation  value) 
of  dissolved  oxygen  and  on  a  sample  taken  down  stream  from  the 
discharge,  as  containing  65.7%.  This  he  quoted  as  being  sufficient 
for  fish  respiration. 

The  report  on  the  trade  effluent  as  discharged  is  as  follows  : — 

“  Physical  Characters  Noticeable  deposit,  somewhat  turbid,  fusty 


odour  on  heating. 

Reaction  .  .  .  .  pH  7.2. 

The  sample  contained  : —  parts  per  100,000 

Suspended  Solids  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1.05 

Chloride  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4.65 

Ammonia  (Free  and  Saline)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.1032 

Ammonia  (Albuminoid)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.1176 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  3  hrs.  at  37°C.  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.8810 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  3  minutes  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.3894 

Dissolved  Oxygen  absorbed  in  5  days  at  65°F.  (B.O.D.)  1.27 
Nitrates  (expressed  as  Nitrogen)  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.25 

Nitrites . heavy  trace 

Poisonous  Metals  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  absent 

Tar  Compounds  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  absent 

Sulphuretted  Hydrogen  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  absent 

Thiocyanates  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  •  .  .  •  absent 

Thiosulphates  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  absent 
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MICROSCOPICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  DEPOSIT. 

Mineral  matter,  organic  debris,  protozoa  and  much  fungus. 
REMARKS. 

The  figures  obtained  for  suspended  solids  and  dissolved  oxygen 
absorbed  in  5  days  are  within  the  limits  recommended  by  the  Royal 
Commission  on  Sewage  Disposal  (i.e.,  3  parts  and  2  parts  respectively 
per  100,000).  Nitrification,  however,  does  not  appear  to  be  entirely 
satisfactory. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  this  effluent  is  suitable  for  discharge  in 
reasonable  amount  into  the  River  Granta.” 

The  River  Boards  Act,  1948,  will,  with  the  formation  of  the  local 
rivers  boards,  do  much  to  prevent  pollution  since  under  this  new  Act  a 
rivers  board  will  be  responsible  for  the  prevention  of  pollution  through¬ 
out  the  whole  length  of  a  river  and  it’s  tributaries,  and  it  will  for  the 
first  time  in  all  cases  be  the  responsibility  of  a  single  authority.  The 
rivers  board  embracing  this  area,  however,  is  not  yet  in  operation. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

Collection  and  disposal  of  house  refuse  by  direct  labour  using  a 
Dennis  Dustcart  of  10  cubic  yard  capacity,  has  continued  to  operate 
satisfactorily  despite  labour  difficulties. 

Unfortunately  it  is  not  possible  to  cover  the  whole  of  the  district 
with  the  one  vehicle. 

The  refuse  from  29  parishes  is  collected  by  the  Council  vehicle  and 
the  remaining  23  parishes  by  private  contractors. 

In  the  scheme  covered  by  the  Council’s  vehicle,  19  parishes  have  a 
monthly  collection  and  10  parishes  once  every  two  months.  Wimpole 
hutments  of  which  there  are  92  have  a  fortnightly  collection.  The 
refuse  from  these  parishes  is  controlled  tipped  and  three  tips  are  used. 

The  scheme  operated  by  private  contractors  of  which  there  are  7 
employed  leaves  a  lot  to  be  desired.  13  parishes  have  a  collection  once 
in  three  months,  7  parishes  once  in  two  months  and  3  parishes  once  a 
month,  the  refuse  being  dumped  in  seven  tips.  This  frequency  of 
collection  and  method  of  disposal  is  not  in  keeping  with  present  day 
standards  of  hygiene  and  it  is  regretted  that  the  Council  has  not  yet 
been  able  to  purchase  another  vehicle,  in  order  to  enable  the  whole 
district  to  be  undertaken  by  direct  labour  as  was  recommended  in  my 
report  last  year. 

Summary  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal  carried  out  by  direct 
labour,  i.e.,  one  driver  and  two  loaders,  using  10  cu.yd.  Dennis  Side¬ 
loading  Vehicle.  Year  ending  31st  March,  1951  : — 


Estimated  tonnage  of  refuse  collected  .  .  .  .  1,465 

Total  mileage  travelled  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  11,169 

Cost  of  Vehicle  per  mile  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1/- 

Cost  per  ton  (collection  and  disposal) .  .  ..  ..  £l  Is.  6£d. 

Estimated  number  of  clearances  .  .  .  .  .  .  58,000 

Cost  per  clearance  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6jd. 


Contractors’  Scheme.  Year  ending  31st  March,  1951. 

Figures  of  tonnage  etc.  of  refuse  collected  are  not  available. 
Estimated  number  of  clearances  .  .  .  .  .  .  24,500 

Cost  per  clearance  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  7.6d. 


The  plan  which  commenced  last  year  to  supply  Council  houses  with 
a  dustbin  at  a  cost  of  Id.  per  week  now  shows  that  784  tenants  have 
availed  themselves  of  the  offer.  In  addition  approximately  274 
Council  hutments  are  provided  with  dustbins  at  a  charge  of  5/-  per 
annum. 

NIGHT  SOIL. 

Sawston  is  the  only  village  in  the  district  where  night  soil  collection 
is  made.  An  area  of  the  village  containing  approximately  160  houses 
is  dealt  with  and  the  work  of  collection  and  disposal  is  undertaken  by  a 
private  contractor  employed  by  the  Council. 

There  is  a  general  need  in  the  larger  villages  for  this  service  to  be 
extended. 

RAT  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION. 

One  rat  catcher  is  employed  on  contract  basis  to  carry  out  inspec¬ 
tion  and  deratisation  four  times  a  year  on  the  ten  refuse  tips.  The 
method  of  destruction  is  by  the  use  of  poison  as  the  tips  are  somewhat 
too  open  to  favour  the  use  of  gas. 

Occupiers  of  other  infested  premises  are  given  advice  as  to  the 
best  methods  of  treating. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  visits  and  inspections  carried  out 


during  1950  : — 

Total  Visits  and  Inspections  recorded  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3924 

Complaints  investigated  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  165 

General  Reinspections  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  640 

Housing 

General  Inspections  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  195 

Re-overcrowding  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

Infectious  Diseases  : — 

Cases  Investigated  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  74 

Number  of  Premises  Disinfected  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  70 

Verminous  Premises  : — 

Premises  Disinfested  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Water  Supply  : — 

Inspections  and  Investigations  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  222 

Visits  re  Water  Sampling  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  143 

Visits  re  Chlorination  Tests  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  14 
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Milk  and  Dairies  : — 


Inspection  of  Dairies 

#  # 

35 

Milk  Distributors 

57 

Visits  re  Milk  Sampling.  . 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  : — 

•  • 

40 

Inspection  of  Food 

•  • 

75 

Preserved  Food  Premises 

•  • 

28 

Bakehouses 

•  • 

34 

Catering  Establishments 

•  • 

56 

Ice-Cream  Premises 

•  • 

53 

Other  Food  Premises 

•  • 

79 

Slaughter-houses 

•  • 

11 

Shops  Act 

Factories  Act  : — 

•  • 

108 

Mechanical 

Non-Mechanical  j 

•  • 

184 

Moveable  Dwellings  .  . 

•  • 

77 

Scavenging  and  Cleansing  (including  survey  re  Dustbins) 

. .  1004 

Ditches,  Drains  and  Cesspools 

•  • 

392 

Sewage  Disposal 

•  • 

65 

Petroleum  Storage  Regulations 

•  • 

13 

Miscellaneous  Inspections 

•  • 

101 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  (Public  Health  Act) 

10 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  (Housing  Act) 

•  • 

Nil 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served 

•  • 

377 

Number  of  Nuisances  and  Defects  found  .  . 

•  • 

654 

Number  of  Nuisances  and  Defects  remedied 

•  • 

458 

HOUSING. 

Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  defects 
(Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  265 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  not  in  all  respects  fit  for 
human  habitation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  200 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  danger¬ 
ous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  8 
Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  reasonably  fit  after 
informal  action  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  189 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  formal 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  .  .  8 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

(b)  By  Local  Authorities  in  default  of  owners  .  .  .  .  Nil 
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Proceedings  under  sections  22  and  23  o!  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 
Orders  were  made 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 
Demolition  Orders  : — 

(a)  By  Owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners 

Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 
respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made 
Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 
respect  of  Closing  Orders  were  determined 

Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV. — Overcrowding  : — 

Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 
Number  of  cases  abated 


5 

8 

Nil 

3 

Nil 


9 

5 


Section  155,  Housing  Act,  1936  and  Defence  (General)  Regulations, 
1939  : — 


Number  of  licences  renewed  in  respect  of  unfit  houses  .  .  6 

Housing  Progress  : — 

Premises  completed  during  1950  : — 

Traditional  Houses  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  84 

Airey  Houses  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Aluminium  Bungalows  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  52 

Huts  converted  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  20 


Total  . 158 


In  addition  16  houses  have  been  completed  by  private  enterprise. 

Traditional  and  Non-Traditional  Houses  erected  by  the  Council 
since  the  war  : — 

1946  1947  1948  1949  1950 

26  34  68  128  138 

Supplementing  the  above  houses  are  converted  hutments  accom¬ 
modating  314  families. 

It  is  gratifying  to  see  that  the  rate  of  house  construction  is  increased. 
The  need  for  new  dwellings  is  still  as  insistant  as  ever.  In  1946  on  the 
completion  of  the  rural  housing  survey  the  figures  showed  that  495 
houses  were  in  category  5,  meaning  that  they  were  incapable  of  repair 
at  a  reasonable  cost. 

Since  the  survey  the  houses  in  category  4  have  got  steadily  worse 
and  probably  50%  of  these  can  now  be  added  to  the  above  number 
making  approximately  800  houses  requiring  replacement. 

In  addition  the  families  at  present  living  in  converted  Forces 
hutments  will  require  rehousing  at  some  not  too  distant  date. 

The  Housing  Act,  1949  which  governs  the  making  of  an  improve¬ 
ment  grant  to  private  owners  of  dwelling-houses,  will  do  nothing  to  save 
the  above  houses  and  will  have  little  effect  on  dwelling-houses  in  general 
in  the  district. 
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The  figure  of  £600  per  dwelling  which  is  the  maximum  expenditure 
allowed  under  the  Act  for  improvement  works,  would  not  admit  many 
rural  dwellings  being  brought  up  to  a  standard  of  fitness  as  required  for 
Improved  Dwellings,  thus  the  dwellings  would  be  ineligible  for  the  50  % 
grant  aid.  The  present  day  cost  of  building-labour  and  materials 
combined  with  the  low  rentals  at  which  rural  dwellings  are  let,  due  to 
the  operation  of  the  Rent  and  Mortgage  Restrictions  Act,  means  that 
the  dwellings  are  generally  in  a  low  state  of  repair,  consequently  the 
carrying  out  of  improvement  works  requires  also  considerable  ordinaiy 
repair,  which  is  not  grant  aided. 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

Dwellings  are  licensed  for  periods  under  two  years.  In  no  case  are 
sites  licensed. 


Number  of  caravans  in  respect  of  which  occupiers  hold  current 


licences  are  as  follows 

Parish 

Number 

Parish 

Number 

Steeple  Morden 

3 

Barrington 

2 

Bassingbourn 

1 

Litlington 

2 

Little  Abington 

2 

Whittlesford 

1 

Sawston 

.  .  11 

Wimpole 

1 

Little  Gransden 

2 

Shingay 

1 

Balsham 

1 

Melbourn 

2 

Duxford 

5 

Little  Eversden 

1 

Castle  Camps 

1 

Linton 

1 

Foxton 

1 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  MILK  SUPPLY 

Number  of  registered  Dairies  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Number  of  registered  Distributors  (Non-Producers)  .  .  16 

Number  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Producers  .  .  .  .  .  .  87 

Number  of  Accredited  Producers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  20 

Number  of  Non-Designated  Producers  .  .  .  .  .  .  48 


Number  of  current  annual  licences  issued  to  Distributors  under 
the  1949  Designated  Milk  Regulations  for  the  sale  of  Designated  Milk 
are  as  follows  : — 

Tuberculin 

Tested  Accredited  Pasteurised  Sterilised 
Supplementary  Licences  10  Nil  8  1 

Dealers  Licences  7  Nil  6  Nil 

It  was  decided  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  1949  to  take 
milk  samples  for  biological  examination  from  both  designated  and 
non-designated  milk  producers. 

The  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  in 
Cambridge  which  gave  every  assistance.  However,  owing  to  a  general 
dearth  of  guinea-pigs  in  the  summer  months,  it  was  not  possible  to 
submit  more  than  38  samples  for  testing.  The  results  of  the  samples 
showed  that  in  no  case  were  tubercle  bacilli  found  in  the  milk  but  in 
six  cases  Brucella  abortus  was  isolated. 
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(b)  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1938 

Number  of  Premises  registered  for  the  Sale  of  Ice-cream  .  .  36 

Number  of  Premises  registered  for  Fish  Frying  .  .  .  .  7 

Number  of  Premises  registered  for  Sausage  making  .  .  20 

Number  of  Bakehouses  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  20 

Number  of  Catering  Establishments  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  53 


During  the  year  a  survey  of  public-houses  was  commenced  with  a 
view  to  a  general  improvement  being  brought  about.  Whilst  the 
brewers  are  willing  to  improve  their  properties,  difficulty  is  being 
experienced  in  the  granting  of  building  licences.  Progress,  therefore, 
will  be  somewhat  slow. 

The  Model  Food  Byelaws  made  under  Section  15,  Food  and  Drugs 
Act  1938,  covering  handling,  wrapping,  etc.  of  food  were  adopted  and 
copies  sent  to  all  food  retailers  and  handlers.  Some  263  visits  were 
made  during  the  year  to  food  shops,  bakehouses,  restaurant-kitchens, 
ice-cream  establishments  and  public-houses  resulting  in  the  following 
works  being  carried  out  at  premises. 


General  Cleansing  and  Redecoration  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  33 

Provision  of  Sinks  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Provision  of  constant  hot  water  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  15 

Provision  of  cold  water  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

Provision  of  sanitary  conveniences  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Repairs  to  sanitary  conveniences  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Cleansing  of  food  utensils  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Provision  of  new  drainage  systems  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Repair  to  drainage  systems  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Improved  lighting  and  ventilation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Provision  of  refrigerators  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Provision  of  dustbins  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Accumulation  of  refuse  removed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

General  repairs  to  structures  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Personal  cleanliness  attended  to  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 


ICE-CREAM. 

Samples  are  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratories  and  the 
following  are  the  results  of  52  samples  obtained  from  retailer  premises. 
There  are  no  manufacturers  in  the  district. 

Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Percentage  of  Samples 


Provisional  Grading 

1948 

1949 

1950 

Grade  1 

•  , 

•  •  44% 

86% 

62% 

2 

•  • 

•  •  22% 

7% 

18% 

3 

•  • 

•  •  12% 

Nil 

11% 

4 

•  • 

•  •  22% 

7% 

9% 

Thirty-six  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  and  in 
all  cases  it  is  stored  in  electric  conservers.  Despite  power  cuts  no 
contravention  of  the  Ice-cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations  was 
found.  However,  the  temperature  of  samples  showed  a  wide  variation 
from  0°F.  to  25°F. 
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The  slight  increase  this  year  in  the  lower  grading  has  been  noted 
and  samples  have  proved  that  the  ice-cream  has  been  delivered  to  the 
retailers  in  that  condition.  Consequent  upon  this  fact,  Sanitary 
Inspectors  in  the  areas  of  the  manufacturers,  have  been  contacted  with 
a  view  to  an  improvement  being  brought  about. 

The  following  unfit  foods  have  been  voluntarily  surrendered  and 
destroyed.  In  one  particular  case  involving  50  lbs.  of  minced  beef  at 
a  school  kitchen,  possible  illness  amongst  consumers  was  averted. 
Bacterial  contamination  of  the  meat  took  place  due  to  part  cooking  of 
the  meat,  slow  cooling  and  the  reheating  for  consumption  some  three 
days  later.  Education  of  food  handlers  combined  with  efficient  use  of 
of  a  refrigerator  will  minimise  this  risk. 

Cwt.  Quar.  lbs. 


Beef 

Pork 

Bacon 

Ham  (cooked) 

Minced  Beef  (cooked) 
Peas 

Macaroni 
Corn  Flakes 
Cheese 

Pudding  Mixture 
Toffee 

Assorted  Canned  Foods 
Eggs 


1  —  12 

2  7 

17 
8£ 

1  22 

..12  1  3 

1 

1  12 

1  12 

1  10 

1  2  12 

2  2  10 

1966 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS 

There  are  14  licensed  private  slaughter-houses  in  the  district  which 
facilitate  the  slaughtering  of  “  self  supplier  pigs  ”  and  occasionally  a 
casualty. 

Routine  inspections  during  the  year  have  not  shown  any  contraven¬ 
tion  of  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933.  All  other  slaughtering  is 
carried  out  at  the  centralised  Ministry  of  Food  controlled  slaughter¬ 
houses  in  Cambridge. 

26  slaughtermen  in  the  district  hold  current  licences. 
OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

The  animal  by-products  manufactury  at  Duxford  has  continued  to 
function  throughout  the  year  without  causing  complaint. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 
1.— Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local 
Authorities. 

23 

24 

5 

(ii)  Factories  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority. 

91 

160 

26 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  Out-Work¬ 
ers’  Premises). 

_ 

Total 

114 

184 

31 

— 

2.— Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Ref< 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

jrred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

No.  of  case* 
in  which  pro¬ 
secutions  were 
instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

19 

17 

_ 

1 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  tempera¬ 
ture  (S.3) 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(S.4) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

7 

6 

— 

1 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  de¬ 
fective 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

11 

11 

1 

sexes 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 

Outwork). 

4 

2 

9 

— 

Total 

41 

36 

9 

3 

— 
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Special  inspections  of  factories  are  undertaken  in  order  to  ascertain 
the  adequacy  of  fire  escape  and  25  factories  hold  certificates  of  adequacy 
of  means  of  escape.  The  remaining  factories  are  not  within  the  scope 
of  section  34. 

Sixteen  factories  have  approval  in  writing  from  the  Council  under 
Section  41  as  to  the  wholesomeness  of  drinking  water  used  where  such 
water  is  not  from  public  mains. 

OUTWORKERS 

All  the  outworkers  in  the  district  are  engaged  in  the  making  of 
wearing  apparel,  mostly  gloves.  There  have  been  no  known  contra¬ 
ventions  of  the  Act.  A  disinfection  of  half  finished  suitings  was  carried 
out  at  an  outworkers  premises  in  Linton  after  a  case  of  scarlet  fever  in 
the  family. 
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